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COMMODORE’S LETTER
Dear Lake Harriet Yacht Club Members,
Before the regular season of summer sailing, there is the off
season. Winter is a busy time for planning and troubleshooting
where the board and other volunteers pull together on tasks we
want done before spring launch - team work in the cold winter
preparing for warm summer fun. A great example of LHYC
volunteers pulling together was the signal mast replacement on
the committee boat. Volunteers inspected the boat on the snowy
winter shore. Then Joe Schroeder and Jake Skala repaired the
mast at Jake’s house in time for the season. Negotiations with
MPRB, budgeting and plenty of event scheduling are other
areas we unite with a goal of being ready for summer.

That volunteer winter prep paid off - 2025 was another summer
of sailing, social time, Youth activities, Adaptive sailing and, of
course, racing excitement. My favorite highlights of 2025 were
great examples of members pulling together: Jamie Frasier,
Mary Maloney and a whole film crew recorded racing over a
weekend and turned it into video education shared via Zoom
sessions with the club. Another example is the big LHYC turn
out for the Duval O’Neal Cup where a new, fresh blooded
sailor called Nick Grimm won the cup. The Adaptive program
had Thursday night races this year. Many volunteers assisted the
MC Team Racing Regatta and Die Hard Regatta season finale
events – thanks to Pam and Doug Johnson for hosting memora-
ble parties at their beautiful home. With a grin I remember
sailors on shore gathering to celebrate Kevin Berger’s first,
FIRST PLACE finish. Together we threw him in the lake with
joy all around (Keving included). We celebrated Ryan Grosch’s
national regatta first place finishes together at the picnic table
with cake and lemonade.

It is an honor to help lead LHYC and to add my energy to the
efforts of other committed member/volunteers. In the 2025
season, we experienced a wonderful season of sailing and fun,
but we also faced challenges and loss. Public mourning for An-
nunciation shooting victims meant a pivot to a one day fall regat-
ta. At our November awards banquet, with the largest attend-
ance we’ve had in recent memory, members came together to
celebrate the good times and mark the loss of long-time contrib-
uting sailing members Ric Anderson, Karen Hemstad and Da-
rin Newman. Our community of sailors and friends comes to-
gether and pulls together and we can be proud of that.

John Berg
2025 Commodore
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2025 SPECIAL AWARDS

MARSHMAN WATTSON RYAN GROSCH
Outstanding skipper of the year

WOMEN’S CHALLENGE PAM JOHNSON
Outstanding female skipper of the year

DICK ADAMS MEMORIAL JAKE SKALA
Most devoted sailor

US YACHT RACING UNION MICKEY FRASER
Sportsmanship award

AL FLEMING MEMORIAL ELLEN KLINGNER
Outstanding social/crew/club member

PETE TAYLOR MEMORIAL
Outstanding light air sailor MC: RYAN GROSCH

SPIRIT AWARD
Best promoter of the club WENDY OTT

LYNN JORGENSEN AWARD CYNTHIA CALLANAN
Outstanding LHYC race management

MC SCHEPERS MEMORIAL MC ALEX CORBISHLEY

MOST IMPROVED MC SAILOR JOE FRICTON

MOST IMPROVED M15 SAILOR MORRISON/BYERS

ADAPTIVE MIDSHIPMAN AWARD RON SWANSON



The Adaptive program had five boats on the lake in 2025. There were nine individual sailors and
21 different volunteers throughout the summer and our group was able to sail 15 out of 20 sched-
uled nights this year. We lost 2 long time volunteers (Ric Anderson and Karen Hemstad) in which
memorials were shared with the program. Karen’s memorials today are over $3,000. We will be
sponsoring a bench at the bandshell in her memory which her sons and husband will help over the
winter to work out the language. The remaining donations for both Karen and Ric will be used for
new sails, new lines and repairs.

In the future we are planning to engage with TCSC to identify philanthropic members who love
sailing and would like to join our team for the long term health of the program. Our sailors contin-
ue to spread the word as they meet interested potential sailors, living with disabilities. We have a
subgroup of LHYC engineering types working with Wendy and Ted on a new buoy/lift system that
is usable by most people’s capabilities.

It was a great summer with a lot of community and camaraderie around the picnic table. Once the
boats were put away. We had dinner together one night and lots of chatting and laughter every
week. One of our veteran sailors, at the potluck at Terry Hanson‘s, shared with the group that this
program has changed her life significantly and shared her gratitude for the work of all the volun-
teers.
- Adaptive Program Chair, Maragaret Knutson and Volunteer Wendy Ott

ADAPTIVE SAILING PROGRAM



In 2025, Youth Sailing welcomed new families (Davis, Gustrafson, Kelly, McArron, and Wolf),
added Sunfish boats to the fleet, and featured a unique movie theme every Friday night.
Charlie Davis sailed his Sunfish alongside the club’s grey Sunfish (Bill Colburn arranged this dona-
tion), the club’s blue striped boat (purchased this spring) and the Skala’s sunfish grew our colorful
fleet to four some evenings. The Sunfish is so easy to rig and sail and is a great parent -child boat,
we encourage all of you to try them next summer! The Christie family generously donated a Laser
sailboat this fall so, let us know what your family would most like to sail next summer and we’ll
have it for you. (Pram, Opti, Sunfish, Laser, Club 420, Int’l 420).
Several youth sailors took a leap forward in their sailing performance this year! Anders Skala, Jul-
ian Pogemiller, Charlie Fricton, and Tyler Furuseth led the step up by demonstrating much more
comfort, confidence, and independence on the water. Keel Kloss began taking the tiller on the
Optis and Sunfish. Callie Skala was captain of her pram every time her friend Louise Kelly joined
her at the lake and was an absolute champ helping with anything on and off the water.

Others continued to shine as they both increased their sailing skills and mentored other sail-
ors. Zuzu Welle was always willing to take on a new crew and show them the ropes. Nick Grimm,
Amelia Colburn, Quincy Aust, and Julian Pogemiller continued to be inspiring and kind sailors
and leaders to the next generation. They all regularly make an effort to include younger and less
experienced sailors, helping them get comfortable on the water. Nick took youth sailors out on his
new MC while Amelia did the same on the Team Colburn M15.

While we had our share of lightening delays and light wind evenings, the kids made the best of
those nights by playing on the rafts, filming scenes for our movie and building their friendships.

We sincerely appreciate the club’s and all the parent’s support each evening with launch & recov-
ery, safety and for going along with whatever crazy theme is happening. A special Thank You to
Jennifer Bowers and her whole family for a decade of being a Youth Sailing Director and providing
unending generosity, leadership and kindness. Seeing Theo, Helene, Amelia, and Mickey sail so
well with their parents at the M15 Inlands and watching Zuzu & Amy, Will and Bob, Tyler &
Chad, Keel and Alec sail together on Harriet gives us appreciation and inspiration for our small
program. Thank You ALL for the season and for sharing your wonderful kids with us!

Jake & Jennifer

YOUTH SAILING PROGRAM



SEASON CHAMPIONSHIP PETE TAYLOR SERIES
Light-air series named for the devoted LHYC member

(1950s-2008) and 1985 Commodore

M15 FLEET
RANK SKIPPER BOAT NAME NET
1 Team Fraser Area 51 10
2 Team Newman The Hypnotoad 18.9
3 Team Colburn Tango 20
4 Foley/Peterson/Schroeder Sonic Boom 35
5 Morrison/Byers Rocketship 35

MC FLEET
RANK SKIPPER BOAT NAME NET
1 Grosch, Ryan Black Cat 12.2
2 Katics, John Beautiful Obsession 23.3
3 Christie, Bob 1746 31.2
4 Wellmann, Eric Zut alors 43.3
5 Fricton, Joe Minnehaha 46.7



COMBINED HOLIDAY SERIES

M15 FLEET
RANK SKIPPER BOAT NAME NET
1 Team Newman The Hypnotoad 14.2
2 Team Colburn Tango 23
3 Team Fraser Area 51 29.3
4 Morrison/Byers Rocketship 33
5 Team Skala 334 34

MC FLEET
RANK SKIPPER BOAT NAME NET
1 Christie, Bob 1746 17.4
2 Grosch, Ryan Black Cat 18
3 Anderson, Mark Mde Oma 25.4
4 Seymour, Chris Prima III 28
5 Berg, John Andy 29

PARTY HOST:
Wendy & Chuck Ott

HOLIDAY SERIES: MEMORIAL DAY

MEMORIAL DAY 2025: NO-WIND, NO-RACES HOLIDAY SERIES

HOLIDAY SERIES: JULY FOURTH

M15 FLEET
RANK SKIPPER BOAT NAME NET
1 Team Colburn Tango 5
2 Team Newman The Hypnotoad 6.6
3 Team Skala USA 334 13
4 Team Maloney/Bieger USA 342 18
5 Team Jewett TETO 23

MC FLEET
RANK SKIPPER BOAT NAME NET
1 Grosch, Ryan Black Cat 4
2 Katics, John Beautiful Obsession 8
3 Berg, John Andy 12
4 Seymour, Chris Prima III 12
5 Gantzer, Charlie 2539 13

PARTY HOST:
Jennifer O’Brien & Paul Bastyr

HOLIDAY SERIES: LABOR DAYPARTY HOST:
John Berg and Cynthia Callanan

M15 FLEET
RANK SKIPPER BOAT NAME NET
1 Team Fraser Area 51 4
2 Team Newman The Hypnotoad 7
3 Team Bowers PU-36 Space Modulator 10
4 Morrison/Byers Rocketship 11
5 O’Brien/Bastyr/Barbour USA 336 13

MC FLEET
RANK SKIPPER BOAT NAME NET
1 Fricton, Joe Minnehaha 4
2 Anderson, Mark Mde Oma 6.7
3 Christie, Bob 1746 8
4 Pone, Imants TCSC 11 8
5 Callanan, Cynthia TCSC 55 18



ISAAC REEVE SERIES
In memory of Isaac Reeve, the father of General Charles McCormick Reeve
(1847-1947). Charles was an active Minnetonka Yacht Cub member and the
first to have a sailboat on Lake Harriet. 24 Races: May 17 - June 29.

M15 FLEET
RANK SKIPPER BOAT NAME NET
1 Team Fraser Area 51 25
2 Team Colburn Tango 30.8
3 Team Newman The Hypnotoad 40
4 Foley/Peterson/Schroeder Sonic Boom 48
5 Team Bowers PU-36 Space Modulator 52.5

MC FLEET
RANK SKIPPER BOAT NAME NET
1 Grosch, Ryan Black Cat 16
2 Wellmann, Eric Zut alors 36.6
3 Katics, John Beautiful Obsession 42.2
4 Prochaska, Mark TCSC 26 57
5 Christie, Bob 1746 67.6

DOROTHY SCHEPERS SERIES
The first female head judge for LHYC, and later the club’s
first female Commodore in 1979. 24 races: Aug 2 - Sep 28.

M15 FLEET
RANK SKIPPER BOAT NAME NET
1 Team Fraser Area 51 12.2
2 Team Newman The Hypnotoad 19.4
3 Foley/Peterson/Schroeder Sonic Boom 27.5
4 Team Bowers PU-36 Space Modulator 29
5 Team Colburn Tango 35.4

MC FLEET
RANK SKIPPER BOAT NAME NET
1 Wellmann, Eric Zut alors 22.2
2 Christie, Bob 1746 25.4
3 Grosch, Ryan Black Cat 39.4
4 Katics, John Beautiful Obsession 61.6
5 Berg, John Andy 66.1

PETER SUPER SERIES
Member of LHYC for 39 years. Sailed D, C & M16 scows and man-
aged the equipment shed from 1965-1991. 13 races: July 12 - Jul 27

M15 FLEET
RANK SKIPPER BOAT NAME NET
1 Team Fraser Area 51 13.5
2 Team Bowers PU-36 Space Modulator 15
3 Team Newman The Hypnotoad 15
4 Team Colburn Tango 19
5 Team Skala USA 334 41

MC FLEET
RANK SKIPPER BOAT NAME NET
1 Grosch, Ryan Black Cat 9
2 Wellmann, Eric Zut alors 12.8
3 Christie, Bob 1746 27
4 Katics, John Beautiful Obsession 33
5 Lees, John TCSC 79 40

DEE O’NEAL CUP
Novice Skipper Award.

COMBINED FLEET
RANK SKIPPER/CREW

1st MC Nick Grimm/Bob Christie

1st M15 Brandi Kastner/Darin Newman

SCHEPERS MEMORIAL
Handicapped Series: 5 Races September 20-21

MC FLEET
RANK SKIPPER BOAT NAME NET
1 Corbishley, Alex TCSC 81 6
2 Forrest, Whit TCSC 74 6
3 Berger, Kevin TCSC 36 10
4 O’Brien, Joe TCSC 12
5 Loscheider/Marquardt Spastic 16



PARTY HOST:
Pam & Doug Johnson

MC SCOW TEAM RACING
September 14 - 15

WEDNESDAY NIGHT RACING
June - July - August

M15 FLEET
RANK SKIPPER BOAT NAME NET
1 Team Newman The Hypnotoad 24
2 Team Colburn Tango 43.6
3 Morrison/Byers Rocketship 55
4 Fricton/Getsinger Tiger Lily 75
5 O’Brien/Bastyr/Barbour USA 336 77

RANK SKIPPER BOAT NAME NET

1 Grosch, Ryan Black Cat 29.6
2 Lees, John TCSC 79 92.2
3 Berg, John Andy 107
4 Wellmann, Eric Zut alors 117.2
5 Koller, Adam TCSC 67 122

DIE HARD REGATTA
September 21-22, Regatta Chair: Jamie Fraser

PARTY HOST:
Pam & Doug Johnson

2025 Die Hard Regatta — Event Summary: A last-
minute schedule change meant the fall regatta was
a one-day event this year: the celebrations of life
event for Harper Moyski occupied the bandshell
and the park on the Sunday of our scheduled
event. Despite the abbreviated event, Saturday had
six races, moderate breeze, and classic Lake Har-
riet camaraderie.

MC Scow Fleet—The 20-boat MC fleet delivered
tight racing and plenty of reshuffling throughout
the day. Ryan Grosch put together a steady
3-2-2-1-3-1 scoreline to secure the overall win
with 9 points. Behind him, the battle for the podium was fierce with close scores for the rest of the
five trophy places. Eric Wellmann rebounded from a tough first race to post a string of top finishes
and take second. Bob Christie sailed a solid, even series, finishing in third. Joe Fricton opened the
day with a bullet and finished fourth overall. Dan Guidinger, representing White Bear, stayed in
the hunt all day and finished fifth.

Melges 15 Fleet—The Melges 15 fleet continues to grow in depth and speed. Darin and Kara New-
man led the regatta from the third race on, winning the regatta with 8 points. Their ability to stay at
the front in shifting conditions set the tone for the day. Steve Johanson & Mollie Boswell of Min-
netonka claimed second with 14 points, highlighted by a win in Race 1. Close behind, Mike &
Theo Bowers took third with 16 points, including a win in Race 2.

A One-Day Regatta to Remember— Even with the unexpected schedule change, the 2025 Die
Hard Regatta captured everything that makes fall sailing on our lake special: strong fleets, friendly
competition, and an evening party (at Pam Johnson's home) with good humor when the lake — or
the park — throws a curveball.Thanks to all sailors, volunteers, and race committee members who
made the compressed format work smoothly. The day was full, the racing was lively, and the spirit
of the event was true to Lake Harriet.

M15 FLEET
RANK SKIPPER CLUB NET
1 8
2

Team Newman LHYC
Team Johanson MYC 14

3 LHYC 16

MC FLEET
RANK SKIPPER CLUB NET
1 Grosch, Ryan LHYC 9
2

Christie, Bob LHYC 203
Wellmann, Eric LHYC 18

Team Bowers



2025 OFF-LAKE RACING
LHYC sailors proudly represented our club
at a number of off-lake regattas in 2025.

Melges 15 Midwinter Championship
March 21-23:  95 boats, Orlando, FL
Mike Bowers, Cindy Armbrustmacher 51

Cedar Lake MC Spring Regatta
May 11: 25 boats, Cedar Lake, IA
Ryan Grosch 4

ILYA Melges 15 Championship
July 30 - Aug 2: 71 boats, Excelsior, MN
Team Fraser 20
Team Bowers 22
Team Newman 24
Team Colburn 31
Team Schroeder 52
Team Jewett 70

Melges 15 European Championship
July 10-13:  29 boats, Dún Laoghaire, IRL
Mickey Fraser, Jamie Fraser 18

ILYA MC Championships
Aug 21-24: 65 boats, Pewaukee, WI
Ryan Grosch 5

MCSA Nationals
Sept 16-19: 92 boats, Madison, WI
Ryan Grosch & Ellen Klingner 1

MCSA Blue Chip
Sep 27-28: 27 boats, Spring Lake, MI
Ryan Grosch 1

SAILING EDUCATION 2025

During our races over the weekend of 19-20 July
2025, several members captured video from safety
boats and a drone with the purpose of using the
footage to help improve racers' knowledge and
skill. Jamie Fraser edited the video into a 30-
minute segment for each of the fleets (MCs and
M15s). Then in August we held a separate Zoom
session for each fleet. For the MC fleet, Eric Well-
mann, Ryan Grosch, and Bob Christie talked
through ‘coachable moments’ from the video to
highlight areas racers could improve their tech-
nique. For the M15 fleet, Mickey Fraser and Darin
Newman did the same. The presentations were fun
and very informative. The videos and Zoom ses-
sions have been archived for future reference.

DONATIONS
Thank you for supporting LHYC!

BOATSWAIN ($1– $49)
Joe Fricton

Stephanie Grimm

Darin Newman

QUARTERMASTER ($50 – $249)
John Berg

Jennifer O’Brien

Eric Wellmann

NAVIGATOR ($250 – $499)
Pam Johnson

FIRST MATE ($500 – $999)
Joe Schroeder

SKIPPER (>$1,000)

THANK YOU, RACE OFFICERS & VOLUNTEERS



REMEMBERING LHYC MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

DARIN NEWMAN
July 06, 1988 - October 25, 2025
Darin enjoyed hiking, sailing and being outdoors. Darin was a
member of the Twin Cities Sailing Club where he met his wife
and best friend, Kara. Together they enjoyed walking their
dog, Birdie, playing Wingspan, and sailing. They have attend-
ed regattas throughout the Midwest and competed in numer-
ous sailing races. Darin was a beloved LHYC club member
who shared his quiet, focused attention with programs and
activities like helping out with the Adaptive sailing program set up and coaching. Darin also sup-
ported the Youth program with time and donations. As the safety boat coordinator, Darin was key
to a regular and reliable schedule of LHYC safety boat skippers and crew. Eager to gain sailing and
racing experience, Darin was a regular contributor as crew and skipper in Minnetonka fleets.
Darin was a champion sailor and his sharp racing skills, his resilience and thoughtful charm will
always be missed among sailors on Lake Harriet and beyond.

RICHARD (Ric) ANDERSON
October 14, 1951 — December 11, 2024
Over the years Ric sailed, owned and partnered in numerous sailboats
locally, on Lake Superior, the Caribbean island chain and the North Atlan-
tic. In 2001 he had logged enough sea time and knowledge to qualify and
test to become a US Coast Guard Merchant Marine Master Captain with a
50-ton rating. He introduced many, many friends to the thrill and joy of
sailing and taught advanced sailing classes on Lake Superior through the American Sailing Associa-
tion. Ric was a long-time committed volunteer and drove up from Mankato with his wife every
Monday for a number of years and was integral to the LHYC Adaptive volunteer team. They, also,
enjoyed sailboat racing on Lake Minnetonka.

We Are Grateful
Thank you to family, friends and supports for your generous gifts in honor of the dear LHYC
friends who have passed on. Your gift will help continue to spread the love of sailing and camara-
derie that our friends Darin, Ric and Karen shared with us. We are grateful for your kind gift.

KAREN HILLMAN HEMSTAD
January 14, 1959 - April 3, 2025
Karen grew up on Lake Harriet in Minneapolis, and loved being near the
water. She had a passion for sailing. She was a part of LHYC for many
years starting out racing M-16s in our small but active fleet and she later
moved on to the MC fleet. She found joy being out on the water and it
spread to those around her. Karen was Commodore the summer of 2006
serving our club with great organization, skills and passion. In 2006, Karen was a founding member
of the LHYC Adaptive Sailing Program and a big part of why this program is such a vibrant part of
our club in 2025. She showed up at the lake every Monday night with joy, creativity and love for
everyone participating - sailors and volunteers alike. Karen was a relentless optimist throughout
her ten-year battle with cancer. She loved her family and was a devoted wife, mother, sister, grand-
mother and friend. In recent years, her grandchildren brought her immense joy, and she was al-
ways knitting creatures and blankets for them. Karen's happy place was her cabin near Grand Rap-
ids, which she and John built together. There, she explored her many passions and made art out of
everything she recycled in her beloved she-shed.

Tran and Barb Alfrey
Dana Anderson
Jeanne Anderson
Janet Anderson
Cindy Armbrustmacher
Brett & Marcia Bahr
Debbie Beck
John Berg & Cynthia Callanan
Jennifer Bowers
Joan R Buckley
Arielle Courtney
Kenneth DeWitte
Susan & David Fink
John Foster
Ann Freier
Joe Fricton
Lynn Gilligan
Alex Gustafson
Terry Hanson

Terry Hanson
Emily Hartzog
Heike Harvey
Rachel Hopper
Faith Hridler-Padden
Patricia & James Iverson
Will Jadkowski
Ted Jewett
Pam Johnson
Wes Kain
Kristy & Phillps Kall
Minnesota Air &

Kolleen Chalmers
Adam & Traci Koller
Andrew Korsberg
Eric Larsen
Dave & Sue Latvala
Steve Loscheider
Tina Machon

Kim Martin
Anne McGinnis-Issa
Joel and Kate Money
Joan Nelson
Terra & Doug Newman
Evan Newton
Sherman Olson
Chuck & Wendy Ott
John Getsinger & Kathy Powell
Larry Richmond
Patrice E. Richter Rothman
Cindy Schloesser
John Shipka
Jacolyn Sjodin
Ronald Swanson
Paul Van Winkel
Nancy Witte
Anonymous

Memorial Donations to LHYC



1941 Harold Westerman
1942 Ralph Tyler
1943 Clarence Johnson
1944 Clarence Johnson
1945 Charles Rink
1946 Harold Shaw
1947 Fred Hotchkiss
1948 Rome Riebeth
1949 Rome Riebeth
1950 Darrell Holt
1951 Evert Welch
1952 Earl Beaudry
1953 Stan Vaill
1954 Robert Johnson
1955 Earl Ewald
1956 Stu McLeod
1957 Russ Backstrom
1958 Fred Hird
1959 Bill Sanford
1960 Marsh Wattson
1961 Alex Dean
1962 C.B. McCue
1963 Scott Long
1964 Stu MacPhail
1965 Bo Warner
1966 Bill Burnet
1967 Duval O’Neal
1968 Bob Mott
1969 Bob Rocknem
1970 Al Schultz
1971 Bill Kelly
1972 Dixon Tews
1973 Jack Friedrichs
1974 Jim Morgan
1975 Arnold Caswell
1976 Tom Aldritt
1977 Larry Seymour

1978 Steve Woldum
1979 Dorothy Schepers
1980 Robert Wattson
1981 Harry Fuller
1982 Skip Chapin
1983 Robert Hoyt
1984 Jerry Behrendt
1985 Peter Taylor
1986 Bill Hanson
1987 Al Fleming
1988 Jeff Land
1989 Tran Alfrey
1990 Kathy Schurdevin
1991 Dolores Pospesel
1992 Mark Prochaska
1993 John Barbour
1994 John Bates
1995 Jim McCarthy
1996 Drew LaMosse
1997 Bob Sheldon
1998 Jim Keck
1999 Tom Telzrow
2000 Wally Daniels
2001 John Katics
2002 Kristin Anderson
2003 Wendy Peter Ott
2004 Bill Colburn
2005 Bill Colburn
2006 Karen Hemstad
2007 Jennifer Bowers
2008 Paul Baltzersen
2009 Jim Marquardt
2010 John Hovde
2011 Dave Mott
2012 Robert Netzer
2013 Joe Fricton
2014 Mark Anderson

2015 Jennifer O’Brien
2016 Chuck Ott
2017 Joe Schroeder
2018 Charles Gantzer
2019 Chris Seymour
2020 Jason Curtis
2021 Joe Fricton
2022 Jamie Fraser
2023 John Getsinger
2024 Eric Wellmann
2025 John Berg

LAKE HARRIET YACHT CLUB COMMODORES



LAKE HARRIET YACHT CLUB
PO BOX 24164, MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55424

Member of the Inland Lakes Yachting Association


